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AFS Intercultural Fair 2012

On 10th November, 2012, 21 students from our school participated in the intercultural fair organized by
AFS at Maryknoll Fathers' School in Kowloon Tong. It was a great opportunity for our students to experience
culture without leaving their city!

There were exchange students from all over the world who showcased their unique ways of living,
festivals and cultures at this one-day Carnival. Our students were encouraged to communicate in English and
they experienced a wide range of interesting activities from dancing and singing, food tasting to games and
sports.

“It was truly a day of fun and learning beyond the classroom!” remarked Yip Kai Lim, one of the S.4
participants.

Joint-School oral practice

In order for our boys to gain exposure speaking in
English with strangers, our school's English Department had
organized several joint school oral practices in October and : ) @R )
November 2012. Our Secondary 6 students had opportunities 4 L Y/ 4
to speak in English with students from various participating i ’d
schools, such as Lam Tin St. Paul, Kwun Tong Maryknoll,
Buddhist Hung Sin Chau and St. Francis Xavier’s. This was 4
a very useful exercise as our boys could see what their
strengths and weaknesses were and made them become more
aware of what they should do to improve as they continue to
learn English. It further gave them the opportunity to
exchange their points of view on different topics.

New:Faces
Miss Lau Pik Wa, Josephine

Miss Lau is one of the new members of our school.

Miss Cheung Kim Man, Nic
Miss Cheung graduated from CUHK in Applied

. Linguistics (English). When she was in secondary school, she
~ found that she was good at English, so she focused on this
subject. During holidays, Miss Cheung will listen to music
such as K-pop and rock music, go shopping with her friends
and reading at home.

Before Miss Cheung came to CHECSS, she had taught
in a co-ed school. She thinks co-ed school’s girls love English
and are very focused in the lessons but in boys’ school she uses
more interactive teaching to make English lessons more
interesting.

When Miss Cheung came to CHECSS, she thought Choi
Hung Boys were sports-loving, energetic, outgoing and
talkative. She thinks the campus of CHECSS is very warm and
comfortable because it is just like a big family.

“Choi Hung Boys need more encouragement from teachers to finish their work, they have
many chances and abilities to finish the work by themselves, but they lack confidence.” Miss
Cheung pointed out the main problem of Choi Hung Boys.

Finally, Miss Cheung has something to share with Choi Hung Boy, *“ You must believe in
yourselves and work hard, put more effort in school, then you will have the reward of success.

/B Dr Jones

' Dr. Jones obtained an MSc and Phd from
Cardiff University which is good at engineering
and medicine 20 years ago and has just finished an
English Literature degree from Oxford University,
Dr. Jones loves rock climbing, motorbikes and
spends a lot of time with his wife and his children.

Before Dr. Jones became a teacher, he was a
Captain in the British 3rd Battalion Parachute
# Regiment. After a few years; he quit the army and
came to Hong Kong. He has taught in two secondary schools, one of them is a co-ed school
and another one is a boys’ school before he came to CHECSS. “Teaching at Boys school is
better because | can easily talk to them since I like similar things, and boys have energy as
[ do.” Dr. Jones said.

When he first came to CHECSS, he thought this school was very special and historic.
“The building of this school was built 47 years ago, [ am now 47 years old, It is as old as me!
It is really special!” Dr. Jones said happily. He thanks the CHECSS teachers who always talk
to him because they are helpful and tell him what’s going on.  Dr. Jones enjoys teaching in
CHECSS and thinks teaching in this school is a challenge. “Teaching is not physical, it is
mental. You will not feel tired, but your brain can fry out!” Dr. Jones said.

Finally, Dr. Jones has some words to share with Choi Hung Boys. “Just do your best, not
everyone is good at Maths and English but we are all is good at something. Just do what you
are good at and show respect to others and to yourselves.”

She graduated from Hong Kong University of Faculty of Arts
and Department of English Studies and German. So, she
mainly teaches English at school.

Before she taught in Choi Hung, she worked in a
private organization and she managed the activities of
planning and teaching such as play groups and phonetic
courses especially for kindergarten students and primary
students.

Now, she teaches in Choi Hung because she hopes to
help more students. She thinks our junior students are lively
and talkative. She often sees them running on the playground
and they like talking to each other during recess. She appre-
ciates that senior students in the school are polite as they
greet the teachers.

Miss Lau likes watching movies and listening to music in her spare time. She thinks it
helps her to release pressure and recharge.

Lastly, Miss Lau advises our students, “I hope our students treasure their time in school.
They will have great memories of CHECSS.”

A letter from our new NET,
Mahesh Sujanani

Dear Choi Hung Estate Catholic School,

Thank you for welcoming me to your school. My name is Mahesh Sujanani (Students you
can call me Mr. Mahesh or Mr. Ma if that’s easy for you) and I am your new NET English teacher.
I am from Canada and have been in Hong Kong since 2009. I come from the banking Industry

and switched careers to teach since 2010. [ am here on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
afternoons (12-5pm) and am responsible for lunch and after school activities.

English is a widely used language and no matter where you go, live or work you will find
English is always accepted. I understand students may find it difficult or are afraid to use English
in their conversation as it is not their native language. However, English like other things, is like
riding a bicycle or learning to swim. At first, you may be intimidated or find it’s impossible, but
gradually if one works hard and constantly practices, one can master it.

Some suggestions on learning English

1.Try using English at all occasions. Speak English with your classmates, teachers, foreign people
you may see outside the school. Don’t be afraid of grammar or accents, the more you speak it,
the better you get

2.Borrow English books from the libraries and read English newspapers. The Hong Kong
Standard is a free English newspaper that is distributed daily usually at the MTR or Bus Stops.
Use a dictionary or the Internet to find the meaning of words you don’t know or not sure of

3.Teachers and Staff. I encourage using English at all possible occasions, that will support the
language and students would be more comfortable and confident

Primary 6 Mock Interview

On Saturdays, 8th and 15th December, 2012, we held a Primary Six Mock Interview in
English. This is held each year to support and help P.6 students who are entering Form One. This
is a crucial period for all anxious students and parents who are scrambling to find a suitable
school.

I look forward to meeting all of you and would welcome everyone to come forward and
speak to me in English. If I can be of any help in the language, please feel free to approach me.

Best Wishes,

Mahesh Sujanani

The response was overwhelming with more than 600 students and parents. We had our
chosen English Ambassadors to pretend to be examiners and prepared a mock English interview
for the most common questions asked. After that, students were given feedback and suggestions
for improvement. This was greatly appreciated by students and parents. After that, students and
parents were invited to the School Hall to enjoy a free cup of tea and biscuits at our ‘English Café’
The ‘English Café’ is a student led activity whereby students are selected to act as our English
Ambassadors and serve tea and biscuits to the guests. Here the English Ambassadors give the P.6
students another opportunity to speak and ask questions in English. Common questions like”
Which tea would you prefer? Would like some milk and sugar with your tea?” After that, students
and parents sat down at a corner designated for further English conversations such as “Which
school do you go to? What is your favourite subject? What would you like to be when you grow
up? This was followed by a speech by our School Principal Mr. Lee Po Hung. He talked about
the school, the students and the school’s future plans and goals.

The event finished at 4:00pm which seemed like another school day on a Saturday, but a lot
of optimism and confidence was built among everyone.

Thank you everyone for making this a successful event.
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